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Treatment is
inadequate’

A YOUNG woman who suffered from a
rare form of lung cancer believes she
would be dead if she had not got quick
diagnosis and treatment.
ut Rea Cabb{ozﬁ,.ﬁnm Stoﬁﬁgort, said
sieedy surgery to remove a our was
‘the exception rather than the rule’.
She is backing a report from
researchers which says key areas of NHS
lung cancer treatment are ‘woefully inade-

quate’.

The UK Lung Cancer Coalition
(UKLCC) says poor treatment could be
costing up to 3,000 lives a year.

It says a third of patients still don't
receive a biopsy to diagnose their condi-
tion, and thousands are denied life-savin
ery because of a lack of experien:
specialists.

Less than four per cent of lung cancer
patients in Greater Manchester and
Cheshire get surgery - still the best
chance of beating the disease — and only
45 cent have a biopsy, it says.

ung cancer is the second most com-
mon cancer in the country, with about
39,000 people diagnosed a year.

The disease kills about 34,500 people a
year — one in four of all cancer deaths.

Civil servant Rea went to her GP when
she coughed up blood in July last year
The doctor dismissed it as a burst blood
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vessel as Rea had been %u.llmg down a ceil- |
ing as she redecorated her home. |

She went back to her GP at Christmas
after coughing up more blood and was
referred to an ear, nose and throat con-
sultant, who also dismissed it.

. However, Rea was sent for a precau-
tio chest x-ray which revealed a shad-
ow on her lung.

A biopsy was taken and a week later, at
the end of February, Rea was told she had
a rare form of lung cancer.

Surgeons removed part of her right
lung less than four weeks later. Six
months on, Rea still requires regular
checks.

Rea said: “My treatment was very

ood. It was three-and-half weeks between

osis and surgery. But I could see staff
were very stretched. There aren’t enough
consultants.

“Staff work very, very hard on limited
resources and the time there's a
tumour in your killing you. I think I
was the excegtmn possibly because I was

S0 young an I had a rare form of lung
cancer.

Asked about her p had she not
been diagnosed so quickly, Rea said: “I
would be dead.

“My symptoms would have got worse.
And the tumour would have got worse.”
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